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Message Text 


REF: BILBAO 0151 AND OM, 6/8/78 

UNFORTUNATELY, DEPT HAS NO AUTHORITY TO WAIVE A STATUTORY 
PROVISION OF LAW AND THEREFORE CANNOT WAIVE THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF U.S. CONSULAR OFFICERS IN CONNECTION 
WITH ESTATES OF U.S. CITIZENS WHO DIE ABROAD. UNDER PRO- 
VISIONS 22 USC 1 175, CONSULAR OFFICER IS REQUIRED TO TAKE 
POSSESSION OF, INVENTORY, APPRAISE AND DISPOSE OF EFFECTS 
OF U.S. CITIZENS WHO DIE ABROAD IN MANNER PRESCRIBED BY 
STATUTE AND REGULATION 22 USC 1 175 THROUGH 1179; AND 22 CFR 
72.15 THROUGH 72.55 (7 FAM 444 THROUGH 448). HOWEVER. DEPT 
RECOMMENDS POST TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION RE EFFECTS OF 
AURELIO GALLO UNTIL SSA REPORTS RESULTS THEIR INVESTIGATION 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER AURELIO GALLO IS LIVING OR DEAD (SEE 
DEPT'S OM, 4/21/78). IF ALIVE, THE DISPOSITION OF HIS 
PERSONAL EFFECTS BECOMES A PRIVATE MATTER BETWEEN MR. GALLO 
AND MR. MENENDEZ. IF DECEASED, STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
WOULD APPLY AND DEPT'S SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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WILL BE SENT BY OM. POST WILL BE NOTIFIED WHEN THE SSA 
RESPONSE IS RECEIVED. CHRISTOPHER 
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